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of them, old bean, boloing like stink." Finally, as the narrative sunk into complete incoherence, we would agree that Amritsar was even more boring than non-co-operation.
My treatment of the Horniman return and my personal attitude to Gandhi seem, in retrospect, to be symptomatic of the wider feeling among the Europeans. We would have liked to dismiss Indian politics as a joke, but our derision did not extend to the Mahatma. It was not merely that he expressed feelings of personal friendliness for the English, not merely that we knew he had no malice, no cruelty, or unldndness in him. We were already conscious of his greatness, demonstrated in his power over men, and we realised that his sun was rising in splendour to shed lasting effulgence on the Indian scene.
He was, of course, keen on publicity and realised that his saintly pose had its due effect. I first saw him at a crowded meeting in the Cowasji Jehangir Hall, Bombay. He made sure that I was supplied with a copy of his speech in English. As he pushed through the crowd afterwards, with hundreds pressing round to touch him, I thought how utterly insignificant he looked—frail, crumpled, toothless, bald and skinny, bespectacled. He passed within a foot, beaming and salaaming, and I was conscious of the aura of his vibrant personality. I wanted to stop him and talk. Then I remembered the axiom of good reporters. Do not pester celebrities for no good reason.
To return, from this slight digression, to the account of my daily regimen. After my earnest study of the Bombay Chronicle I would then tease my brains for (a) satisfactory explanations of the things we had missed, and (b) some stunt that would appease the Evening News.
The first requirement was easier than the second and could often be met by the old formula "What's new isn't true and what's true isn't new." The second called for ingenuity and creative thought of a higher order. I would pursue such stories as a report of sharks in Back Bay, the arrival of celebrities in the mail boat, the installation of a new automatic telephone system, a big accident, or a house collapse. These house collapses were, for some reason or